
Order of Service 25th April 2021 

 

Being Whole 

Discipleship and Lifestyle 

 
 

Welcome 

Hello, and welcome to Hearsall at Home for 25th April 2021. Today we continue our 

series on Being Christian with some thoughts on being whole and being connected. 

 

Call to Worship 
 

Let’s hear the words of Psalm 138  

 

1 I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; 

    before the ‘gods’ I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down towards your holy temple 

    and will praise your name 

    for your unfailing love and your faithfulness, 

for you have so exalted your solemn decree 

    that it surpasses your fame. 

3 When I called, you answered me; 

    you greatly emboldened me. 

 

4 May all the kings of the earth praise you, Lord, 

    when they hear what you have decreed. 

5 May they sing of the ways of the Lord, 

    for the glory of the Lord is great. 

 

6 Though the Lord is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; 

    though lofty, he sees them from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

    you preserve my life. 

You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; 

    with your right hand you save me. 

8 The Lord will vindicate me; 



    your love, Lord, endures for ever – 

    do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

A Christian encounters the love of Christ in every section of the day. We sing, Lord 

of all hopefulness. 

 

Hymn (BPW 517) Lord of all Hopefulness 
 

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever child-like, no care can destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

Opening prayers 
 

Loving Father God, we thank you for your amazing love for us and that nothing can 

separate us from you. We are completely secure in the embrace of your love. 

 

We admit that so often we fail to allow your love to flow through us. Thank you that 

your sinless Son, Jesus, died on the cross so that our sins can be forgiven. We 

receive your forgiveness now. 

 

Fill us again with love. Amaze us by your grace. And help us to be people made 



complete through allowing your love to touch every aspect of our lives. For Jesus’ 

sake. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 

 

Christ loved us, and in our own small way, we love him. We sing I will offer up my 

life... 

 

Song (WT 195) I will Offer up my Life 
 

Verse 1 

I will offer up my life 

In spirit and truth,  

Pouring out the oil of love 

As my worship to You. 

In surrender, I must give my every part;  

Lord, receive the sacrifice 

Of a broken heart. 

 

Chorus 

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 

To so faithful a friend, to so loving a King? 

Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung,  

As a praise of Your name 

For the things You have done?  

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 

Of the debt of love that is owed 

By this thankful heart. 



Verse 2 

You deserve my every breath,  

For You've paid the great cost,  

Giving up Your life to death,  

Even death on a cross. 

You took all my shame away,  

There, defeated my sin,  

Opened up the gates of heaven 

And have beckoned me in. 

 

Chorus X 2 

 

Our Saints Alive interview this week is with the one and only Peter Rée... 

 

Saints Alive! 

 

David: So, I am here with Peter Rée on his Mum’s new allotment, incidentally, so 

that’s the background sounds that you can hear, and I just wanted to ask Peter a few 

questions about faith. So, Pete, how did you become a Christian or were you always 

a Christian? 

 

Peter: Well, that question’s fairly simple.  Mum and Dad grew up at Hearsall, so I 

grew up in the family at Hearsall. 

 

David: So you kind of just imbibed it? 

 

Peter: Yes 

 

David: So Pete, can you tell us what difference it makes being a Christian in your 

day-to-day life? 

 

Peter: Mainly, courtesy for me and I try to be kind to people until they really, really 

annoy me and then, with my faith, I try and walk away before I do something or say 

something I really shouldn’t and regret later on.  So it’s kindness, courtesy and just 

being generally nice.  One of the songs which we sing regularly is, A new 

commandment…… love one another as I have loved you. 

 



David: So it’s just our relationships with other people that really matters. 

 

Peter: Yes, also in relationship to the Lord, but he’s happy, in my opinion, if we have 

a good relationship with others, and especially multi-faiths. 

 

David: So, I know that you have a job at the moment.  Tell everybody where you are 

working right now. 

 

Peter: As of three weeks ago, I started working, as a temporary job, at the moment 

at Homebase on the A45. 

 

David: Do you get some difficult customers there? 

 

Peter: I haven’t dealt with any difficult customers yet, but in any retail environment 

you are going to get difficult customers. 

 

David: Yeah, so that could be a test for the faith, I suppose? 

 

Peter: The big test for my faith was a good five or six years ago, when I was working 

in McDonalds and the incident happened in the drive-through, which I’m sure you 

remember. 

 

David: For anybody who doesn’t, tell us about it. 

 

Peter: For anybody who doesn’t remember, I was working an overnight shift - at six 

o’clock in the morning somebody decided they wanted to attack their taxi driver in 

our drive-through.  I wasn’t in the area to see what happened, but being on shift at 

the same time, it was still not a nice experience to hear about.  So I did go home at 

seven o’clock in the morning and to be honest have a drink - a strong drink, and then 

turned up to church. 

 

David: So, what do you find challenging about Christian faith, or living it out, or 

whatever? 

 

Peter: The main challenge that I’ve got, and it’s not a challenge that I experience at 

Hearsall, it’s a challenge out and about, and it’s my sexuality. A lot of churches, a lot 

of Christian people, don’t have a very good opinion on homosexuality, and being a 



gay Christian, it’s hard to even bring up the fact, when someone’s talking about gay 

marriage; to bring up the fact that you’re gay and a Christian; I’ve never known how 

to bring it up in a conversation, to try and justify my beliefs and why, as far as I’m 

concerned, God loves everyone for who they are, not what they are. 

 

David: So you found that welcome at Hearsall? 

 

Peter: Yes, as far as I am aware, when I came out at the age of 18, I was not treated 

any differently at Hearsall…. and that’s 16 years ago. 

 

David: Tell us what you love about the church, Peter. 

 

Peter: The main thing that I love about going to church is the big festivals like Spring 

Harvest.  I haven’t been for a while but a good 10 years ago I volunteered at Spring 

Harvest in Skegness, where I did stewarding and venue security for three years, and 

I enjoyed every minute of it. 

 

David: Would you think about doing that again? 

 

Peter: I would think about doing it again.  Next time I go to Spring Harvest - the next 

time I go, I want to go fully as a guest rather than working. 

 

David: Do you like the big crowds? 

 

Peter: I just like the alternative worship styles, and it’s the mixture of every 

denomination.  So you have Catholics sitting next to Baptists and Anglicans in 

between.  And you talk to people from all over the world.  It’s not just British 

Christians that turn up.  And it’s just a good peaceful time, five days away in a 

Butlin’s camp. 

 

David: Peter, if you had to pick a song that you particularly liked, would it be the one 

that you mentioned earlier on? A Christian song, I mean. 

 

Peter: Oh no, no, no, my favourite worship song is Graham Kendrick’s, Shine, 

Jesus, Shine. 

 

David: Well, I think we might have that on Sunday then. Thanks for sharing with us 



today, Peter, and it’s been fun to chat out here on the old allotment. 

 

So, as promised, we sing Peter’s favourite, Shine, Jesus, Shine. 

 

Song (WT 280) Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 

Lord, the light of Your love is shining,  

In the midst of the darkness, shining. 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Chorus 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  

Fill this land with the Father's glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze; set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

  

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into Your radiance. 

By the blood, I may enter Your brightness. 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Chorus 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  

Fill this land with the Father's glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
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As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 

So our faces display Your likeness; 

Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Chorus X 2 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  

Fill this land with the Father's glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 

 

Let there be light. 

 

Offering 

 

Loving Lord, we present our humble gifts to you. We dedicate them to you, along 

with ourselves, as signs of your coming kingdom. Amen 

 

Our prayers of intercession today are led by Sarah. 

 

Prayers of intercession Sarah Lewis 

 

Sometimes, when I look at the news and think of the state of the world, our country 

and our city, I despair and don’t know where to start. But then I always remember the 

words that Brian taught us in one of his sermons; ASAP meaning in this situation 

always say a prayer. Let us pray. 

 

Lord, whilst we know that the devastation of the pandemic has dominated the 

headlines, we are aware that the suffering continues for many; of poverty, or famine 

and of persecution or destruction by a nation in dispute. Heavenly Father, spread 

your caring arms around these people and hold them securely, bring a renewed 

livelihood, food and peace in troubled areas. Enable us, as citizens of the so-called 

developed world, to dig deep, where we can, to give help to relief agencies such as 

Christian Aid and also to realise that our addiction to fossil fuel may be furthering 
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poverty and famine, with the failure of crops due to extreme weather. Lord, help us to 

amend our ways. 

 

We pray for your continued support to strengthen our queen as she faces life without 

her beloved husband. We pray for our national politicians, in particular those who 

must work with the scientists to gauge the next safe steps in the easing of 

restrictions. Give us the grace to abide by decisions and not to think we are big 

because we can boast how we have breached them. We ask for you to be with all of 

those who are involved in local elections. We ask that you will enable truth to prevail 

and your will to be done. We particularly ask for no tensions that may strengthen 

racial divides. 

 

In our city, Lord, we pray that your energy will drive those involved in UK City of 

Culture. We pray that this may be 12 months of local optimism and goodwill, of 

happiness and celebration. We pray especially for all churches taking part and ask 

that it may be a way of guiding people to know you as their saviour. 

 

Finally Lord, we pray for our church. We ask for your continued guidance as we look 

to re-develop the church physically. We ask for your strength whilst we must worship 

alone without the fellowship of other Christians. We bring to you, Lord, those who 

have been named in our prayer chain. We think in particular of our friends who are 

awaiting the results of medical tests and diagnoses and those who are living with 

physical impairments and conditions for whom the pandemic has brought additional 

strains and worries. Lord, bring a feeling of calm and strength to face whatever lies 

ahead, confident of your love throughout. We pray for all of those who are battling 

the demon of depression or who are living with anxiety. Shine your heavenly light 

and enable them to see a brighter future of hope and balance for those days ahead. 

 

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Many thanks Sarah for those prayers.  

 

And, as always in this series, our Bible readings come from Romans and from Mark. 

 

 

 



Romans 6: 1 – 14 
 

Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 
 

6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By 

no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or 

don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life. 
 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no 

longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 
 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know 

that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 

mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God. 
 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 

desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but 

rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; 

and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin 

shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. 

 

Mark 10: 13 - 16 
 

The Little Children and Jesus 
 

13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, 

but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his 

arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A+1+-+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28075a


Let’s open our hearts to God speaking to us all and ministering to us, wherever we 

may be, as we sing, Be Still. 

 

Song (BPW 5) Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord 

 

Verse 1 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  

The Holy One, is here. 

Come bow before Him now 

With reverence and fear. 

In Him no sin is found;  

We stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,  

The Holy One, is here. 

 

Verse 2 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around;  

He burns with holy fire, 

With splendour He is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight;  

Our radiant King of light. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around. 

 

Verse 3 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place. 

He comes to cleanse and heal,  

To minister His grace. 

No work too hard for Him,  

In faith receive from Him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place. 

 



And now, O Lord, speak your word to us as we reflect on your word together. Amen 

 

Sermon 
 

Being Whole 
 

Discipleship and Lifestyle 

 

Well, I hope you might be following the logic of our series on Being Christian. We 

began by Being Honest - acknowledging that we do need help from God - nobody’s 

perfect. Last week we talked about Being Loved - basically saying God provides that 

help, demonstrating his love through the cross, and pouring his love into our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Today we think about Being Whole, which is my way of talking about discipleship 

and lifestyle. The love that the Holy Spirit pours into our hearts isn’t meant to 

stagnate within us, but to irrigate every aspect of our lives and our connections with 

the world around us. The cross’ demonstration of the power of suffering love isn’t 

meant to be a theoretical idea; it’s to stun us into a root-and-branch change of 

outlook and lifestyle. Indeed, the cross becomes our template for dealing with all the 

tricky things we might encounter day-to-day. 

 

Now, Paul’s letter to the Romans is doubtless the majestic work of a theological 

genius, and maybe that’s partly why we find it tricky to understand. James Dunn’s 

commentary on Romans devotes 29 small-print pages to our short reading today. 

We could probably spend a university semester trying to grasp precisely what the 

good Apostle meant, and even then we couldn’t be certain of our conclusions. 

 

Thankfully, discipleship is not an academic exercise, but a lifestyle. At the heart of 

our reading from Romans, Paul seems to be saying: look, we need to live well! We 

need to live in freedom, dead to phony, selfish, small-minded, partisan ways; and 

alive to the way of love in all its fullness.  

 

Now Paul is clearly expecting that the cross of Jesus has transformed his listeners 

from the inside out. And that transformation, he says, was intimately connected with 

their baptism, which dramatised dying to the old and living to the new. Very loosely 



he’s saying: Hey guys, your baptism wasn’t just a ritual - it was a deep and life-long 

commitment to the way of love - even when that means suffering. 

 

Now a disciple is in essence a lifelong learner. Discipleship is not like learning to 

drive and then reaching the required standard and getting your full license. A disciple 

is content to wear lifelong spiritual L-plates, because there is always more to learn.  

 

At the same time, paradoxically, there’s only one lesson and it’s this: Love wins. So 

at the core of all Christian learning is a conviction that love is stronger than hatred. At 

the heart of the disciple is a disposition towards learning love. Discipleship is 

learning to live out that love 24/7. It’s a lifestyle of blessing. And, for Paul at least, the 

cross is the catalyst to discipleship. 

 

Jesus was beaten with fists, spat upon, blindfolded and assaulted by the guards of 

the one entrusted to protect Jewish religious heritage: the High Priest. Jesus faced a 

kangaroo religious court and allowed himself to be convicted. Brought before Pilate, 

he did little to defend himself and was led silently away to be condemned by a 

baying crowd. He was mocked whilst dressed with a purple robe and a crown of 

thorns, struck on the head repeatedly with a staff and spat upon again. They cast 

lots for his clothing and nailed him to a cross where, a dying and abandoned man, he 

was teased and ridiculed and mocked still further. And so the very Son of God 

experienced complete spiritual isolation and breathed his last one uncannily dark 

afternoon. 

 

He was the power of the universe, bound.  

He was compassion, punched and whipped.  

He was truth, blindfolded.  

He was kindness, spat upon.  

He was life, executed.  

He was love, rejected. 

 

… And on the third day he rose again. 

 

Paul expects his Christian converts in Rome to have been transformed through a 

deep identification with the cross. This was the demonstration of love for the 

loveless, we heard about last week.  



So at the heart of all Christian learning lies this disposition towards love and a 

conviction that love wins. Paul saw the cross as inaugurating a new way of being 

human.  

 

The Great Commission of Matthew’s gospel records Jesus - significantly after his 

death and resurrection - calling his followers to make disciples across the world. 

People everywhere were to be invited to carry on learning the message - love wins. 

 

Jesus repeatedly linked discipleship with the cross. “Whoever wants to be my 

disciple, must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever 

wants to save their life, will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and the gospel 

will save it,” he said according to Mark 8: 34 & 35. 

 

So if we wish to be inspired by the New Testament, there is no escaping the cross. 

The utmost evil has been defeated through love. Love wins. The cross is the 

foundation of discipleship. 

 

Moved to our core, the disposition towards learning love is naturally present in every 

aspect of our lives, but it can be tricky to learn that. The disciples in our gospel 

reading today had plenty to learn from the incident described. Little children are 

brought to be blessed by Jesus, but the disciples turn the parents away. 

 

Perhaps they think Jesus has far more important things to do than blessing babies. 

But no, the babies will be blessed too. The disposition towards love applies to 

children. A true disciple will respect and love children. 

 

And Jesus goes further and explains that children are a model of how to enter the 

kingdom. Infants have to trust themselves utterly to the love a parent provides for 

them. We have to trust ourselves to the love of Father God, the love seen in Jesus 

on the cross, the love the Spirit pours continuously into our hearts. The inner 

disposition towards learning love is perpetual. Discipleship affects all our 

connections with everyone we meet. We want them all to be blessed, and especially 

the powerless ones, such as babies. 

 

So our first two talks on Being Christian didn’t actually require much from us: just to 

be honest and to be loved. We needed a little humility and a little faith. This third talk 



says: well, there is something you can do and it’s to allow the love to flow. It’s to 

learn to express the love of the cross and the love of Christ in our own particular 

circumstances. 

 

Sometimes people have said things like this: Oh, it’s alright for Jesus; he never had 

to teach maths to a class of unruly teenagers; or work a night shift in a casualty 

department seething with drunks and criminals. But here’s the thing: Christ longs to 

experience whatever you’re experiencing now, with you, in your life. Your daily life is 

the theatre of discipleship. So we are all pioneers, trying to work out what Jesus’ 

teaching looks like in our own particular circumstances. 

 

How do we express our conviction that love wins in, say, a relationship breakdown, 

in a health scare, in our environmental concern? That’s for us to explore. 

 

But the Christian has resources to help in encouraging this Jesus lifestyle to 

blossom. And that's where we can do something more actively to co-operate with the 

loving work of God. As I keep saying, at the heart of discipleship is a disposition 

towards learning love. A Christian needs to nurture their heart through healthy habits 

of devotion. We’ll be looking at these in some of the forthcoming sermons in this 

series. 

 

Now when I was a lay leader in a church many years ago, I used to have a simple 

way of explaining what it meant to be Christian, and it was called the ABC of faith. I 

guess I lifted it from some tract. Maybe this might leave some of you cold; some 

might find it a bit formulaic; others might find it helpful. 

 

At a very basic level, there are three aspects to Being Christian - hence an ABC of 

faith. These aspects are: 
 

1) Admit that you need God’s help. That was covered in week 1 - Being Honest. 

In the Bible’s language, we all have sinned. 

 

2) Believe in the love of God for you personally - and especially in the saving 

power of the cross. That was covered last week, in Being Loved. This is love, 

not that we loved God, but that God loved us. 

 

3)  Commit yourself to living Jesus’ way, with God’s help and the support of 



fellow Christians. No one is claiming perfection, but, as we meditate on the 

cross of Christ, we are inspired to live our life fruitfully, positively - and above 

all, lovingly. 

 

As Christians, with the help of God, we offer all of our lives to love. Christianity is not 

a formula but a relationship - a good relationship with God and, as far as it depends 

on us, peaceful relationships with everyone. 

 

The ABC always remains an active part of Christian faith. We are bound to wander 

from the right path sometimes and will often need to admit our failings. But equally 

often, we come to Christ and remember the forgiveness he won for us on the cross. 

So it’s always about being honest and it’s always about being loved.  

 

And today we learn it’s also about Being Whole… being connected, being 

complete... Just allowing ourselves to be transformed and also integrated by the 

dazzling love of the Lord. Meditating on the cross of Christ, perceiving the amazing 

grace of God, we cannot but be moved to allow that love to colour everything from 

our tax return to our grocery shopping, from our holiday plans to our daily commute, 

from our connections with spouse or family to the way we vote in elections. The love 

of God makes us whole by transforming us from the centre of our being and binding 

us together with the bond of love. I think much of what I’ve been saying today can be 

summed up in the words of an old hymn. 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 



Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Well, whether we be Christians of many decades or new believers, let’s pray the 

ABC of faith… 

Lord, I admit that I am a sinner… 

Lord, I believe that your love for me is demonstrated on the cross 

Lord, I commit myself, with your help, to living life Jesus’ way. 

Amen 

 

We sing another hymn of dedication: May the Mind of Christ my Saviour... 

 

Hymn (BPW 537) May the Mind of Christ, my Saviour 

 

1. May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,  

Live in me from day to day,  

By his love and power controlling 

All I do and say. 

 

2. May the word of God dwell richly 

In my heart from hour to hour,  

So that all may see I triumph 

Only through his power. 

 

3. May the peace of God my Father 

Rule my life in everything,  

That I may be calm to comfort 

Sick and sorrowing. 

 

4. May the love of Jesus fill me,  

As the waters fill the sea;  

Him exalting, self-abasing,  

This is victory. 

 



5. May I run the race before me,  

Strong and brave to face the foe,  

Looking only unto Jesus 

As I onward go. 

 

6. May his beauty rest upon me,  

As I seek to make him known,  

So that all may look to Jesus,  

Seeing him alone. 

 

The Grace  
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

And the love of God; 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all, evermore.      

Amen 

 

Sung Blessing 
 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 

Wherever he may send you; 

May he guide you through the wilderness; 

Protect you through the storm; 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

At the wonders he has shown you; 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

Once again into our doors. 


