
 
 

Order of Service 18th April 2021 
 

Being Loved 

 

Welcome 
 

Hello and welcome to our service for 18th April 2021. Our service includes communion 

at home, so do please find some bread and wine or juice if you’d like to take part in 

that. Today we continue our new series on Being Christian. Last week we considered 

the importance of being honest. Today we reflect on the experience of being loved; 

loved by God. 

 

Call to Worship 
 

When Solomon’s temple was completed,  

The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the Lord. 

Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the singers raised their 

voices in praise to the Lord and sang: 

‘He is good; 

    his love endures for ever.’ (2 Chronicles 5:13) 

 

That steadfast love is the foundation of our faith, and we Christians see it supremely 

in the suffering of Christ on the cross. Let’s sing, I stand amazed in the presence... 

 

Hymn (WT 183) I Stand Amazed (How Marvellous, How Wonderful) 
 

 

Verse 1 

I stand amazed in the presence 

Of Jesus the Nazarene,  

And wonder how He could love me,  

A sinner, condemned, unclean. 

 

Chorus 

How marvellous, how wonderful,  

And my song shall ever be 

How marvellous, how wonderful 

Is my Saviour's love for me. 

 



 
 

Verse 2 

For me, it was in the garden 

He prayed not my will but thine; 

He had no tears for His own griefs 

But sweat drops of blood for mine. 

 

Chorus 

How marvellous, how wonderful,  

And my song shall ever be 

How marvellous, how wonderful 

Is my Saviour's love for me. 

 

Verse 3 

In pity, angels beheld Him 

And came from the world of light 

To comfort Him in the sorrows 

He bore for my soul that night. 

 

Chorus 

 

Verse 4 

He took my sins and my sorrows;  

He made them His very own. 

He bore the burden to Calvary 

And suffered and died alone. 

 

Chorus 

 

Verse 5 

When with the ransomed in glory,  

His face I at last shall see,  

'Twill be my joy through the ages 

To sing of His love for me. 

 

Chorus x 2 

 

 



 
 

We’re going to share now in the words of Psalm 100, available on the sheet on the 

church website, so do look that up if you’d like to say the Psalm with me. 

 

Psalm 100 
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. 

Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his; 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 

    give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

Well we start now a new series of interviews with Christians who belong to our church 

called Saints Alive, and our interview today is with Martin Prue. 

 

Saints Alive!  An interview with Martin Prue 

 

David: So, I’m here with Martin Prue – thank you for talking to us today.  

 

Martin: That’s okay. 

 

David: Lovely, so we’re involved in this series on what it means to be a Christian - 

just called ‘Being Christian’. So, I’m just interviewing a few folks around the 

congregation and you’re the first. 

 

Martin: Right, the guinea pig! 

 

David: The guinea pig! So could you tell us a little bit about how it is that you are a 

Christian; how did you become a Christian or were you always a Christian? 

 

Martin: No, I wasn’t always a Christian. I think from my teenage years onwards I did 

believe in some sort of higher power, for want of a better word, and I did go to 



 
 

Sunday school but that didn’t really have any impact on me either, and then I sort of 

neglected thoughts about religion for years and years until I was in my mid-thirties, 

and then it was a case….. I was actually fighting against someone who was deeply 

religious and I was arguing as much as I could against it and in order to strengthen 

my arguments I would start to read the Bible, and it’s through reading the Bible really 

that things started to make sense to me. So, it wasn’t a big magic moment saying, 

Wow, this is it! But I did have a deep conviction inside me that actually I was missing 

out on something - there was something more than I had previously understood and 

that the more was about Jesus and his forgiveness of us, no matter what we do, as 

long as we come to him with the right attitude and that is about working for the good 

of us. So from that point, I then started to engage more positively with the Christian 

faith. 

 

David: So, you kind of grew into the faith over a little time really, rather than having a 

single conversion moment. 

 

Martin: Yes, and for the first year I didn’t go to church at all but I did belong to a 

prayer group that was set up to pray for a school where I was a school governor and 

I’d been invited to take part in that, and it was that little group really that introduced 

me to two churches that were meeting together, and it seemed to be from those two 

particular churches.. and I decided that I really needed to give one of these a try. So 

I did and that was a Pentecostal church and I went there and I thought, well yes, 

there is something there, and I was particularly drawn to the worship and really felt 

the presence of God in the worship. 

 

David: So what do you think are the essential aspects of being a Christian for you? 

 

Martin: Well, for me it is about actually believing that first of all there is a God and 

that he did give Jesus, his son, to then sacrifice himself to show that there is a way 

to come out of your past life and into a new life where, I think, you more easily 

engage with a life which is more constructive and positive and, for want of a better 

word, holy, but I’m not sure how holy I am! So I think above everything else the 

essential aspect for me is that God is love and that really sums up everything that 

the gospel is about; that everything can be brought back to that simple concept to 

love; to love one another, and to love your enemies and to love your neighbours, to 



 
 

love yourself and to treat everybody with that respect because if you love people you 

don’t treat them disrespectfully. 

 

David: In many ways you’re already answering my next question which is, how do 

you put your faith into practice? 

 

Martin: My faith grew, I think. When I first became a Christian, I have to say, I was 

amongst the very black and white, judgemental breed, but then in the job that I 

worked in, which I think came through God’s gentle guidance… pushed me into that 

area and meeting people, damaged people, not through their own fault but people 

who needed support, I became more convicted really that love was more essential 

than teaching them theology, and that as I grew in the job, I think I grew in my faith 

and that I felt was putting it into practice, and although I do that less maybe now in 

the group context that I used to, I’m still happy to do that, but also, I think, through 

expressing love through worship and through creativity and in the family and in your 

neighbourhood and in your church too, to do what you can.  

 

David: Is there anything that you find challenging about Christian faith? 

 

Martin: Oh, lots of things I find challenging about Christian faith! When I was an 

early Christian I used to be able to read the Bible copiously and read it through 

several times but, I have to say, that I find it more difficult to read daily. I greatly 

appreciate people who are able to preach and expand my understanding of the 

Bible. Maybe that’s laziness on my part but I find that is more helpful; I find that 

reading texts, whether it’s an instruction manual or whether it’s the Bible, I find that 

more difficult to engage with. Sometimes, I have to say, and look people will be 

surprised about this, but there’s some things that make me very angry, politically, 

and I sometimes find that hard to marry with love your neighbours or even love your 

enemies, and sometimes I want 'errr!’ ….just do something more, maybe cruel, or 

some people might call it prophetic, but I just want to voice an opposing view or to 

silence them. 

 

David: …Yes, and it’s hard to discern when it’s the right thing to do, isn’t it? 

  



 
 

Martin: It is, and I think prayer is the other thing I find quite difficult. I’m not, I don’t 

want to say I’m a very prayerful person – I do pray but it is more casual conversation 

rather than times of deep solitude prayer. It’s chatting here and there in the car, in 

the garden, playing music… 

 

David: I think lots of people pray that way, don’t they?  It’s a good way of praying, of 

course. So what do you love about your faith? 

 

Martin: I think I love the way it has given me a confidence and understanding that, 

not only am I okay, but that other people are okay as well, by and large (laughing) 

with referral back to the previous statement! …and that God loves me just the way I 

am and loves everybody just the way they are, but also loves us in a way that wants 

us to grow more than where we are right now, and to keep growing and to keep 

evolving and to keep understanding and to keep loving as much as we can. 

 

David: Yes, so he loves us just as we are but he loves us too much to leave us that 

way. 

 

David: Martin, thank you so much for sharing your thoughts with us. 

 

Martin: That’s okay.  

 

Song (WT 36) Beautiful Lord  
 

Verse 1 

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour,  

I know for sure, all of my days are 

Held in Your hand, crafted into 

Your perfect plan. 

 

Verse 2 

You gently call me into Your presence,  

Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit. 

Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life 

Through Your eyes. 

 

 



 
 

I'm captured by Your holy calling, 

Set me apart, I know You're drawing 

Me to Yourself; 

Lead me, Lord, I pray. 

 

Chorus 

Take me, mould me,  

Use me, fill me;  

I give my life 

To the Potter's hand. 

Call me, guide me,  

Lead me, walk beside me;  

I give my life 

To the Potter's hand. 

 

Repeat Verses 1 and 2 

 

Chorus 

To the Potter's hand.  

 

The offering 
 

Lord, with joy we present our offering to you today. Your love continues to transform 

the world, and we pray that our gifts will also help bless the world around us. Amen. 

 

Our prayers of intercession today are led by Cynthia Baker. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the wonderful world of diversity you have entrusted to 

mankind.  Sadly we don’t always deserve, appreciate, or care in the way that we 

should.  Help each one of us to find even small ways of caring and looking after the 

richness of environment and people.  Father, we have all struggled behind closed 

doors this past year, many have been too scared to go out of their homes at all for 

fear of catching Covid.  At last we see our doors beginning to open and we give 

thanks for the scientists and everyone involved in the vaccination process which is 

giving us hope of life returning to what we are all so desperate for, human contact, 



 
 

where once again we can hug or touch each other and go about our daily lives as we 

have always done. 

 

Father, we bring to you now the many people who, through their own lives or 

circumstances, find it difficult to push open a virtual door. For those who no longer 

have strength, courage or hope.  Those who feel left outside. Ignored, rejected or 

unnoticed.  For those seeking work, applying many, many times without success, 

resulting in confidence shattered.  Being disabled can for many make them feel 

second class, an exception or a problem.  Then there are those who feel the need to 

change to be acceptable, but don’t know how.  For those wondering about the risks 

and opportunities of following Christ, what it would mean and what it would cost. 

 

Gracious God, you are the way through many doors, into a bigger place and a more 

sacred world.  As we and others stand before many different doors throughout our 

lives, give us the confidence to knock, to enter, and to find our freedom. 

 

We pray for Lee, Sarah and their children in Benin, as they continue their work in 

your name.  In a short time of silence we bring to God those known to us and those 

unknown who are in need of healing, courage, strength, hope and peace.   
 

Silence 
 

Gracious God, please hear our prayers which we bring in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Our Lord and Saviour.    Amen 

 

Many thanks Cynthia for those prayers.  

 

Our Bible readings today are from Romans and from Mark. 

 

Bible readings 
 

Romans 5: 1 - 8 

 

Peace and hope 
 

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into 

this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 

God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 



 
 

suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 

person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for 

us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

Mark 10: 17 - 31 
 

The rich and the kingdom of God 
 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 

‘Good teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

18 ‘Why do you call me good?’ Jesus answered. ‘No one is good – except God 

alone. 19 You know the commandments: “You shall not murder, you shall not commit 

adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, 

honour your father and mother.” 
 

20 ‘Teacher,’ he declared, ‘all these I have kept since I was a boy.’ 
 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 

Then come, follow me.’ 
 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
 

23 Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God!’ 

 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, ‘Children, how hard 

it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
 

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, ‘Who then can be 

saved?’ 



 
 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 

things are possible with God.’ 
 

28 Then Peter spoke up, ‘We have left everything to follow you!’ 
 

29 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus replied, ‘no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or 

mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a 

hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, 

children and fields – along with persecutions – and in the age to come eternal 

life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.’ 

 

So God demonstrates his love in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

We sing an old hymn, the Old Rugged Cross - and I seem to remember that this is a 

particular favourite of one Eric Bremner. Enjoy! 

 

Hymn The Old Rugged Cross 

 

Verse 1 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,  

The emblem of suffering and shame,  

And I love that old cross, where the dearest and best, 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 

Chorus 
 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

Verse 2 

O the old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 

Has a wondrous attraction for me, 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 

To bear it to dark Calvary. 

 

 



 
 

Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

A wondrous beauty I see, 

For 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died 

To pardon and sanctify me. 

 

Chorus 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

Verse 4 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, 

It’s shame and reproach gladly bear, 

Then He'll call me some day to my home far away 

Where His glory forever I'll share. 

 

Chorus 

 

And now, O Lord, may the words of my mouth and the thoughts of all of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight. Amen 

 

Sermon 
 

Being loved 

 

So in our series on Being Christian, last week we looked at being honest - meaning, 

acknowledging that we’re far from flawless creatures; well perhaps I should speak for 

myself! Anyway, today we think about the most important part of being Christian which 

is simply being loved. 

 

The story from Mark’s gospel is so brilliant: it’s intriguing, subtle, challenging… Jesus 

has been accosted by this serious man, and he answers him on two levels at once. 



 
 

Each level is like a track for getting to eternal life (or God or righteousness or 

something). 

 

Talk about a dramatic entrance - this guy falls on his knees before Jesus! And what a 

serious opening gambit - not come and heal my daughter, or cure my baldness - but 

a theological problem: What must I do to inherit eternal life? 

 

Why not put me on pause for a minute and try to answer that question? What’s the 

right answer, do you think? What must I do to inherit eternal life? 

 

* * * 

 

I mentioned there are two tracks on offer here; let’s name them.  

● Track one to eternal life is Relationship.  

● Track two to eternal life is Performance.  

 

If you know me at all as a preacher, you’ll know which track I think is right. Well, you 

do, don’t you? Of course - it’s relationship! So now we could cut to the altar call, I 

guess, but I want to show off my skills a bit, so bear with me… 

 

We missed a little detail. The man calls Jesus, Good Teacher, and Jesus replies to 

that bit with a question and a comment: Why do you call me good? No one is good but 

God alone. 

 

Here, I think Jesus is on track one: Relationship. He is giving a direct hint that the 

guy is on the wrong track. If performance would get you there, then surely a wise rabbi 

like Jesus would have hit the target? Pure goodness can only be found in God. The 

Performance track, then, must be a dead-end when it comes to salvation. 

 

But then Jesus switches track and says, in effect, but if you want to look at 

performance, well now, how could we measure it? I know, the commandments... and 

he lists five humdingers about how we’re supposed to look out for one another. 

So the guy answers on track two: Performance. Teacher - I score ten out of ten on the 

commandment scale! He seems pretty sure he must be just about there, he’s aced the 

standardised morality test. 

 

And then, next, see how Mark moves the story on in verse 21… I mean that: See it, 



 
 

visualise it: 

 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. 

 

If this was a film, you’d get a close up of Jesus’ eyes brimming with compassion and 

tender love. Can you see it? And which track is Jesus on now? Right, track one: 

Relationship! Jesus’ heart longs to reassure this earnest guy that it’s gonna be okay; 

he loves him… 

 

But then - mind bogglingly - what happens next? Jesus goes on: There’s er… there’s 

just one detail in your performance that needs attention, okay? It’s the little matter of 

all your stuff and all your dosh… So just sell up - yeah, sell the lot - and come and live 

the life of a beggar pilgrim, following me on the open road… What do we have here? 

This is clearly track two: Performance!  

 

And the man’s face crumples with disappointment. Think of him as maybe coming from 

Stivichall, with a large six bedroomed house with three bathrooms and a kitchen you 

could hold a barn dance in. No one is really expecting him to go to the estate agent; 

to sell his flat screen TVs and sports cars on ebay; to give the lot to Christian Aid and 

then live as a homeless man. Off he goes: gutted! So that’s the end of that. 
 

* * * 
 

Now in those days, wealth was seen as a sign of God’s blessing, so the idea that it 

was hard for the rich to enter the kingdom was a bit odd; they seemed to be at the 

front of the queue for God’s favour after all. Jesus repeats a saying about a camel 

going through the eye of a needle. In the second century, Cyril of Alexandria noticed 

that the Greek word for camel is almost the same as the Greek word for cable. The 

saying then has more coherence: You can’t thread a needle with a thick cable. (The 

tradition about the needle gate, meaning a small gate so a camel would have to unload 

before entering the city of Jerusalem, is much more recent, and there’s no reliable 

record of such a gate existing in the Jerusalem wall.) Anyway, the note Jesus is striking 

is one of impossibility. A rich man cannot be saved. And if a rich man can’t be saved, 

then, the disciples reason, no one can be saved. 

 

Jesus gives another of his meaningful looks and then says 

● on Track two: With man this is impossible,  



 
 

● on Track one: but not with God; all things are possible with God. 

 

You can’t earn your way to heaven by being perfect. Track two is a dead end. What 

does it even mean to be perfect, anyway? 

But with God - oh that’s track one: Relationship - with God, the impossible becomes 

possible. 

 

Now in Mark’s gospel generally, we quite often come across moments where Jesus 

says: Don’t tell anyone about this! Jesus is often wanting to create a connection with 

people; a sense of trusting; an awareness of forgiveness and compassion; something 

subtle and personal and loving. What he doesn’t want is for people to focus on the 

spectacular - here’s another two-bit wonder-working wannabe messiah in town 

claiming miraculous stunts again - think Life of Brian. With Jesus, there were miracles, 

of course, but the real miracle was that track one - relationship - could allow a person 

to be saved; that sins could be forgiven. 
  

  * * * 

 

Our reading from Romans 5 begins with a statement of track one: since we’ve been 

justified by faith, we have peace with God, and an access into grace - God’s 

undeserved favour. This sense of peace and grace enables us to suffer, if need be, 

for the world does not always take kindly to people of love. Love often challenges the 

interests of the powerful.  

 

But if we suffer, well we learn perseverance, and perseverance builds our character, 

and character enables us to find hope. And hope doesn’t disappoint because the Spirit 

causes an experiential change in the life of the Christian - like water to a thirsty 

traveller, love is poured into the Christian’s heart. The experience of this love was 

probably common to many of the first Christians - a sense of an overwhelming love, 

and a sense, too, that the tap has been left on, and the love keeps on flowing in.  

 

That was Paul’s argument from Christian experience. Now comes his theological 

foundation and it is, of course, the cross of Jesus. 

 

He reflects on the notion of one person dying for another. He thinks that hardly ever 

would someone die for a righteous person, like our rich man. I think he might mean 

that one wouldn’t pay the ultimate price for someone who was merely respectable in 



 
 

religious terms - a mere observer of the Law, a box-ticker. Then he says, well, for a 

good person, maybe someone would die; but, as Jesus remarked, no one is good, but 

God alone.  

 

So what is the cross all about? Paul sees it as a demonstration of love. God 

demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 

How exactly does the cross save us from our sins? There are many ways of 

understanding this mystery. One way is that God reveals the true character of evil on 

the cross - sin can be so bad that it over-reaches itself and at the moment it thinks it 

has won a victory, its own evil heart is exposed. See what it would do to the Messiah: 

the one true man. And in the process, the only victor is love, as Christ rises again on 

the third day. 

 

So, where did we leave the rich man? Ah yes, wandering off, crestfallen… Well, who 

knows? Maybe he went off to think about what this strange meeting with Jesus really 

meant. As a devoted Jew, a little while later he would have been in Jerusalem at 

Passover; quite possibly, he saw Jesus die. Perhaps the penny began to drop. He was 

on the wrong track. What must I do to inherit eternal life? Just look at Jesus on the 

cross and consider, No one is good, but God alone. The measure of human 

righteousness was the law. The measure of God’s goodness is the cross.  

 

And our rich man would have been in Jerusalem for the next festival on Pentecost day. 

Let’s imagine him witnessing the coming of the Spirit. Let’s imagine that he opened 

his heart to the Spirit, and the floodgates of love were opened wide to him. 

 

No one is good, but God alone. Sometimes people flatter me by thinking I am 

especially holy or righteous. Well, people in ministry might be respected and that’s 

good on the whole I suppose, but we ministers are just ordinary people with a particular 

calling. We all struggle with sin like everyone else, exchanging the loving mystery of 

God’s glory, for some bit of life that we can control.  

 

Now I’m not much good at anything; no, really! I barely know one end of a screwdriver 

from another, and my dress sense has been described as mix and clash. But at a very 

basic level, I do get the gospel and it’s very much track one: relationship. 



 
 

I think many folks don’t know one end of the gospel from the other. You see it always 

starts with God’s freely given love and it always ends with, well, frankly with God’s 

freely given love. Thank God it’s not about David Sutcliffe; nor even the saintly Roger 

Woodward; it’s about the love of God. 

 

We receive it, freely, undeserved, for Jesus looks at us and loves us; and Jesus dies 

on the cross to show us how even our most gross inauthenticity won’t turn him away; 

and Jesus pours love into us like the finest wine into some cracked pot I have in my 

kitchen cupboard. 

 

Well, maybe the gospel does have another end, too, and it comes in the conclusion of 

our gospel reading. No one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father 

or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much 

in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields – along with 

persecutions – and in the age to come eternal life. 

 

The Acts of the Apostles describes a few incidents where the love of God was so 

intensely experienced that folks did start to sell their possessions and give the 

proceeds to the poor. Call me sentimental, but maybe, maybe, our rich guy was still 

there, hanging out with the Christians. Having seen what love means on the cross; 

having received the Holy Spirit; and found love pouring and pouring into his heart like 

a waterfall; maybe then he began to do it: to sell stuff and give stuff away, one flat 

screen TV at a time, one sports car, at once. Maybe in giving away what had separated 

him from true fellowship, he found the love he was looking for: not just in the cross; 

not just in the hope of heaven; and not just in the ecstasy of his heart; but also in the 

community of fellow Christians sharing resources in love and joy. 

 

But make no mistake. I don’t know much but I do know this. 

The gospel is about being loved  

before it is about being loving. 

 

You might go off on some merry dance of trying to impress God with your devotions 

or gifts to the church or charities. But in the end you will need to look Christ in the eye 

and get things straight. 

 

God demonstrates his love for us - while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 



 
 

God pours his love into us gratuitously. 

This is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son as an 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 

The gospel is an invitation to join in the great dance of love and to transform the world 

at large with the power of gratuitous love. 

 

To be Christian is to be honest; we need help.  

 

To be a Christian is not, first of all, to be loving or worthy or perfect; to be a Christian 

is to be loved. 

 

As we prepare to share in Holy Communion, let’s allow God to minister to our hearts 

through the next couple of songs. 

 

Songs (WT 327) O Lord your Tenderness / (WT 382) Such Love 

 

Verse 

O Lord, your tenderness 

Melting all my bitterness, 

O Lord, I receive your love. 

O Lord, your loveliness, 

Changing all my ugliness, 

O Lord, I receive your love. 

 

Chorus 

O Lord, I receive your love, 

O Lord, I receive your love. 

 

Song (WT 382) Such Love 
 

Verse 1 

Such love, pure as the whitest snow; 

Such love, weeps for the shame I know; 

Such love, paying the debt I owe; 

O Jesus, such love. 

 



 
 

Verse 2 

Such love, stilling my restlessness; 

Such love, filling my emptiness; 

Such love, showing me holiness; 

O Jesus, such love. 

 

Verse 3 

Such love, springs from eternity; 

Such love, streaming through history; 

Such love, fountain of life to me; 

O Jesus, such love. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

We gather at this table to celebrate Life,  

the life of God in the world, 

made flesh and blood in Jesus, embodied in us. 

 

We come to remember the body that was broken: 

the hands that touched the untouchable,  

healed the hurting and did no violence; 

 

the feet that got dusty along city streets  

and at the lake's shore; 

 

the arms that welcomed the stranger  

and embraced the outcast; 

 

the legs that entered homes and synagogues  

and danced at celebrations; 

 

the eyes that blazed against injustice,  

knew how to cry and saw the potential in everyone; 

 

the belly that shared table with unexpected people,  

and shook with laughter; 

the lips that wove stories and painted pictures  



 
 

of a new community and a better world. 

 

This blessed body that was broken, abused and rejected, we come to remember, for 

we are called to be the body of Christ. 

 

As you Risen Christ remember our lives, so we remember you 

 

And not only at this table, 

but in our life together 

may we embody your kingdom  

and remember your life in the world. 

 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING 
 

O God, 

we give thanks for this bread and wine: 

A timeless reminder 

of the flesh-and-blood life of Jesus: 

broken 

rejected 

yet unstoppable. 

 

In Christ we see 

a life that could not be ended by death, 

a purpose that could not be silenced by the forces of violence,  

a desire deep within you for the transformation of the world. 

 

As we eat the bread and drink the wine: 

we thank you 

for the acceptance and tenderness 

with which you have transformed our shame into dignity 

and loved us into life; 

we thank you 

for cherishing the potential in us 

and for calling us to be partners 

in your vision for this world. 



 
 

As we eat the bread and drink the wine: 

we call on your Spirit 

to come alongside us, so that 

together, in the company of your Spirit 

we may give ourselves afresh 

to the task of remembering you,  

of being the body of Christ, 

of living your life in this world. Amen. 

 

THE SHARING 
 

We will share the bread and wine in our own homes in a moment. 

 

This broken bread we share is the body of Christ. 

It is a sign of all that we live and risk together as the community of Christ. 

Let all who seek Christ take and eat. 

 

This cup we drink together is the wine of the kingdom of God,  

the sign of God's undertaking for the Life of the world.  

Let all who seek Christ take and drink. 

 

And we listen to some music as we share communion at home. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We have taken bread and wine into our bodies. 

Now may these hands be the hands of Christ in the world, 

may they do no violence. 

May these eyes see those who are overlooked,  

may these feet take us where Christ leads,  

and may these hearts and minds be open to your Spirit. 

 

May these ears listen to those who are unheard,  

may these voices be raised for the voiceless,  

lest our songs of praise be empty. 

 

Christ has remembered us, may we remember Christ. Amen. 

Let us sing the great hymn, Love divine, all loves excelling. 



 
 

Hymn (BPW 559) Love Divine 
 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  

Joy of Heav’n to earth come down;  

Fix in us thy humble dwelling;  

All thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion,  

Pure unbounded love Thou art;  

Visit us with Thy salvation,  

Enter every trembling heart. 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver,  

Let us all Thy grace receive;  

Suddenly return, and never,  

Never more Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,  

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,  

Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in Heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee,  

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

The Grace  
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

And the love of God; 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all, evermore.      

Amen 



 
 

Sung Blessing 
 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 

Wherever he may send you; 

May he guide you through the wilderness; 

Protect you through the storm; 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

At the wonders he has shown you; 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

Once again into our doors. 

 

 


